
The Great Commission 
Doesn’t Mean A Sales 
Pitch 
 
 Certainly as Chris-
tians, we have all heard that 
we are to go into the world 
and make converts out of 
any one who we meet. 
(Matt 28:19(NIV) 
“Therefore go and make 
disciples of all nations, bap-
tizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit”). 
This is nothing new, for 
even the non-Christian 
knows about our mission. 
Many sermons have been 
preached on this subject and 
even more Sunday school 
classes devoted to the train-
ing on how to go about do-
ing it. This article will 
therefore not go down the 
well-trodden path of the 
great commission. Before I 
continue, let me make it 
clear that I am not now, or 
ever, saying that any of the 
things previously said on 
how to witness to a non-
believer is without merit 
and need. If we would put 
into action only a fraction 
of what we have all learned 
since our rebirth, our work 

here would be done and 
Christ would have come 
again. Halleluiah! 
 Instead of going 
over how to witness, I want 
to point out how not to wit-
ness. For we stumble and 
talk in sheepish tones want-
ing not to offend and when 
we do finally say some-
thing, many times we push 
away instead of drawing 
them towards us and the 
Lord. I am so glad that it’s 
the Holy Spirit’s job to truly 
convict and convert and not 
ours. Amen? If it were left 
up to our own skills, no 
matter how sincere we may 
be, not many would turn to 
Christ for salvation. Even 
though the Holy Spirit can 
take whatever messes we 
may make, and use it to 
make miracles happen, I see 
no reason why we should 
test His strength and make 
His work harder. 
 Let me demon-
strate my point by relaying 
a story shared by a dear 
brethren from the church I 
attend. He shared this dur-
ing one of those many Sun-
day class lessons mentioned 
above. I’m not sure what 
his point may have been at 

the time, but it was most 
likely to say something like, 
“Just do it. Witness to eve-
ryone and if they close you 
out, at least you planted a 
seed in them and maybe the 
next person will be the one 
to bring them to Christ.” An 
admirable and valid point. 
But sometimes the seeds we 
plant can be that of a thorn 
bush; when it takes root, 
grows and blossoms, it does 
nothing more than irritate 
the Holy Spirit right out of 
them (1 Cor 1:23 (KJV) 
“But we preach Christ cru-
cified, unto the Jews a 
stumblingblock, and unto 
the Greeks foolishness;”). 
Maybe, just maybe, we now 
made it harder for that next 
person by what we have 
said. The next person will 
need to first cut down and 
eliminate the fruits of our 
labor, before being able to 
plant the correct seed. 
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Palm Sunday 
On Palm Sunday, I was 
able to preach at both 
services at the church I 
attend. I could certainly 
feel the Spirit working 
that day. Actually I 
could feel more than 
the Holy Spirit at work, 
or at least trying to. 
 
Satan was trying all he 
could to not allow me 
to preach that Sunday. 
In preparation during 
the weeks prior, many 
roadblocks were put 
before me. But neither 
God nor I would have 
any of it. We see in 
Deuteronomy 20:4 
(NIV) For the LORD 
your God is the one 
who goes with you to 
fight for you against 
your enemies to give 
you victory. Satan was 
defeated in his attempts 
to squelch what God 
would have me say. 
 
The victory and glory 
goes to God. And now 
a lot is coming from 
that service. 
 
God’s word marches 
on. Amen!  

http://www.voydphil.org/�


Lag B’Omer 
(33rd of Omer) 
18 Iyyar 
May 12 
Tue 
 
Yom Yerushalayim 
(Jerusalem Day) 
28 Iyyar 
May 22 
Fri 

 
Shavuot 
(Pentecost) 
6 Sivan 
May 29 
Fri 
 
Tisha B’Av 
9 Av 
July 30 
Thurs 

Upcoming Holidays 
 

Holidays begin at sundown on the  
evening before the date listed. 
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That’s Finally Over 
 
Or is it just beginning?  
 
The elections in Israel 
were confusing and excit-
ing, to say the least. 
 
Tzipi Livni won the pri-
mary to be the new head 
of her party. Ehud Olmert 
did not step down from 
the Premiership as he 
said he would, thus not 
allowing Tzipi to take 
over as Prime Minister. 
 
General elections had to 
be held, and Tzipi again 
wins the election with her 
Kadima party winning 28 
seats and Lukid a close 
second of 27 seats. But, 
once again, Tzipi should 
have had the Prime Min-
ister office and was not 
allowed to take it. Instead 
Shimon Peres hands it 
over to Benyamin 
Netanyahu and the Lukid 
party. Making this the 
second time for him to 
hold the top office. The 
first time was in June, 
1996 to July 1999. 
 
Tzipi gets yet a third 
chance. A very slim 
chance, but still there. 
Netanyahu wasn’t able to 
achieve a coalition in the 
allotted time. Tzipi could 
have been given the 
chance at that point, but 
wasn’t. The Netanyahu-
run-Lukid party was 
given an extension to try 
again for the coalition.  

He finally succeeded and 
now Israel has a new 
government. 
 
Now after that long and 
hard fight to get into of-
fice, Netanyahu has the 
true fight to face. Many 
issues are laid before 
him. Economy, security, 
Gaza and the Palestini-
ans, the Golan Heights 
and Syria, Iran, and the 
settlement issue; just to 
name a few. 
 
It would seem that the 
government, now finally 
in place, is ready to hit 
those issues head on. 
During Benyamin’s 
speech on Israel's 61st 
birthday, he urged the 
Jews to unity “both inside 
and outside Israel.” He 
went on to list all that 
Israel accomplished in 
it’s 61 years. He also 
spoke about the future 
and a time of peace and 
prosperity. 
 
Will you join me in ear-
nest prayer that God hon-
oring decisions are made 
and that the wisdom of 
Solomon be bestowed 
upon Benyamin 
Netanyahu and all the 
members of Knesset? So 
that peace and prosperity 
would truly come. And 
the fulfillment of Isaiah 
35:10. 
 
As Benyamin concluded 
his speech , “that time 
will surely come.” 

 
Mark E. Benjamin 

 
Is available for 

Church or Synagogue 
Youth Group 

Torah or Bible study 
Classroom 
Seminars 

Men's, Woman’s, Single’s, Couples’ groups 
 

Topics Can Include 
Passover 

Seder 
Sukkot 

Bringing Jews and Christians closer together 
Understanding the Christian or Jew 

Jewish Holidays 
And others 

 
For more information, please go to 

www.VoydPhil.org 

“I can honestly say that I was never affected by the 
question of the success of an undertaking. If I felt it 
was the right thing to do, I was for it regardless of the 
possible outcome.” 
 
Golda Meir 
3 May 1898 – 8 December 1978 
 
4th Prime Minister of Israel  
In office 
17 March 1969 – 3 June 1974  

http://www.voydphil.org/�


<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



